(85) Yamako Ý Venerable Yamaka
1. I heard thus. At one time venerable Sàriputta lived in the monastery offered by Anàthapiõóika in Jeta's grove in Sàvatthi
2. At that time to a monk named Yamaka this evil view had arisen. `As I know the Teaching of the Blessed One, the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body, after death will cease to be and will be destroyed.
3. Many monks heard that this evil thought had risen to the monk Yamaka.
`As I know the Teaching of the Blessed One, the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body after death, will cease, will be destroyed'
4. Then those monks approached venerable Yamaka exchanged friendly greetings with him and sat on a side
5. Sitting those monks said to venerable Yamaka: ßFriend, Yamaka is it true that this evil view has arisen to you.?'û .
6. ßFriends, as I know the Teaching of the Blessed One, the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body after death will cease, will be destroyed.û
7. ßFriend Yamaka, do not say that, do not accuse the Blessed One. It is no good to accuse the Blessed One. The Blessed One does not say that the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body, after death will cease, will be destroyed.
8. Even when those monks told venerable Yamaka, he held steadfastly to his view. `As I know the Teaching of the Blessed One, the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body after death, will cease and will be destroyed
9. As those monks could not wean venerable Yamaka from that evil view, they got up from their seats and approached venerable Sàriputta and told him: ßFriend Sàriputta, to a monk named Yamaka this evil view has arisen. `As I know the Teaching of the Blessed One, the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body after death, will cease and will be destroyed. Good if venerable Sàriputta would approach venerable Yamaka out of compassion.
10. Venerable Sàriputta accepted it silently.
11. Then venerable Sàriputta getting up from his seclusion in the evening, approached venerable Yamaka exchanged friendly greetings and sat on a side.
12. Venerable Sàriputta seated on a side said to venerable Yamaka: ßFriend Yamaka, is it true that this evil view has arisen to you. `As I know the Teaching of the Blessed One, the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body after death will cease and will be destroyed?û
13. ßYes, friend, as I know the Teaching of the Blessed One, the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body after death will cease, will be destroyed.û
14. Yamaka, is matter permanent or impermanent?û
ßFriend, it is impermanent.û
ßThat which is impermanent, is it unpleasant or pleasant?û
ßFriend, it is unpleasant.û
ßThat which is impermanent, unpleasant and a changing thing, is it suitable to be reflected, it is mine, I am that, it is my self?û
ßThat is not so, friend.û
15-18. Friend, Yamaka, are feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness permanent or impermanent?û
ßFriend, they are impermanent.û
ßThose which are impermanent are they unpleasant or pleasant?û
ßFriend, they are unpleasantû
19. Therefore, Yamaka, whatever matter, feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness in the past, future or at present, seized or not rough or fine, unexalted or exalted, far or near are not mine, I am not there, they are not my self.
20. Yanaka, the learned noble disciple seeing it thus turns from matter, turns from feelings, turns from perceptions, turns from intentions and turns from consciousness. Turning looses interest. Loosing interest is released and knowledge arises I am released. He knows birth is destroyed, the holy life is lived to the end, duties are done and I have nothing more to wish.
21. Yamaka, do you reflect matter, as the Thus Gone One?û
ßNo, friend.I do not.û
22-25. Yamaka, do you reflect feelings, perceptions, intentions or consciousness as the Thus Gone One?û
ßNo, friend.I do not.û
26. Yamaka, do you reflect the Thus Gone One in matter?û
ßNo, friend.I do not.û
Do you reflect the Thus Gone One outside matter?
ßNo, friend.I do not.û
27-30. Yamaka, do you reflect the Thus Gone One in feelings, in perceptions, in intentions, or in consciousness?û
ßNo, friend.I do notû
Do you reflect the Thus Gone One outside, feelings, outside perceptions, outside intentions, or even outside consciousness?
ßNo, friend.I do not.û
31. Friend Yamaka, do you reflect matter, feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness as the Thus Gone One?û
ßNo, friend.I do notû
32. Friend Yamaka, do you reflect immaterial, non-feeling, no perceptions, no intentions and lack of consciousness as the Thus Gone One?û
ßNo, friend I do not.û
33. Yamaka, so far even now, in truth, not gaining the Thus Gone One, it is not fair to declare that you know the Teaching declared by the Thus Gone One, by saying `the monk who has destroyed desires, at the breakup of the body after death will cease, will be destroyed.'
34. ßFriend, Sàriputta, earlier I had that evil view because of ignorance. Hearing venerable Sàriputta's explanation that evil view is dispelled and I have grasped the Teaching.
35. Friend Yamaka, if you were asked: 'Friend, Yamaka, what would happen to the perfected monk who has destroyed desires. How would you explain this?
36. Friend, if I was asked: 'Friend, Yamaka, what would happen to the perfected monk who has destroyed desires. I would explain thus: ßFriend, matter is impermanent. That which is impermanent is unpleasant. That unpleasantness has ceased and vanished. Friend, feelings, perceptions, intentions, .. re ... and consciousness are impermanent. Those which are impermanent are unpleasant. That unpleasantness has ceased and vanished
Friend, I will explain it thusû
37. ßExcellent! Friend Yamaka! I will give a comparison for you to understand the meaning better.
38. Yamaka, there is a householder or the son of a householder, who is very rich with much wealth, resources and also protected. He has an enemy who desires to destroy him, to kill him for some reason. He contemplates, this householder is rich has wealth and resources and is protected it is not easy to get at him and kill him forcefully. What if I encroach and kill him. So he approaches that householder and tells him shall I attend on you sir? So he gets up before him and sleeps after he sleeps, does his biddings and speaks kindly.
Thus he builds a close friendship and wins his favor and becomes his designer. Then knowing that there is secrecy he kills him with a sharp weapon.
39. Yamaka, when that man approached the householder and said: 'Sir, I will attend on you,' would the householder have known, this is my assassin, he continually intends to kill me.
40. When that man got up before him slept after him, did his biddings and spoke kindly would the householder have known, this is my assassin, he continually intends to kill me.
41. When he snatched a secret chance and designed to kill him would the householder have known, this is my assassin, he continually intends to kill me.
No, friend, he would not have known that.
42. In the same manner friend, the not learned ordinary man who has not seen noble ones, or heard their Teaching, not trained and not clever in their Teaching, has not seen Great Beings, or heard their Teaching, not trained and not clever in their Teaching, reflects matter from self, or a material self, or in self matter, or in matter self. Reflects feelings from self, or a feeling self, or in self feelings, or in feelings self. Reflects perceptions from self, or a perceiving self, or in self perceptions or in perceptions self. Reflects intentions from self, or an intending self, or in self intentions, or in intentions self. Reflects .consciousness from self, or a conscious self, or in self consciousness, or in consciousness self.
43. He does not know that matter is impermanent, as it really is. He does not know that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are impermanent. as they really are.
44. He does not know that matter is unpleasant, as it really is. He does not know that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are unpleasant as they really are.
45. He does not know that matter lacks self, as it really does. He does not know that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness lack self as they really do.
46. He does not know that matter is compounded, as it really is. He does not know that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are compounded as they really are.
47. He does not know that matter is an assassin, as it really is. He does not know that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are assassins. as they really are.
48. He approaches matter, grasps it, pays attention to it, thinking it is my self. He approaches feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness, grasps them pays attention to them, thinking they are my self. Thus these five holding masses approached, grasped and paid attention to, conduces to ill being and unpleasantness for a long time.
49. Friend, as for the learned noble disciple who has seen noble ones, heard their Teaching, trained and clever in their Teaching, has seen Great Beings, heard their Teaching, trained and clever in their Teaching, does not reflect matter from self, or a material self, or in self matter, or in matter self. Does not reflect feelings from self, or a feeling self, or in self feelings, or in feelings self. Does not reflect perceptions from self, or a perceiving self, or in self perceptions or in perceptions self. Does not reflect intentions from self, or an intending self, or in self intentions, or in intentions self. Does not reflect .consciousness from self, or a conscious self, or in self consciousness, or in consciousness self.
50. He knows that matter is impermanent, as it really is. He knows that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are impermanent. as they really are
51. He knows that matter is unpleasant, as it really is. He knows that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are unpleasant as they really are.
52. He knows that matter lacks self, as it really does. He knows that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness lack self as they really do.
53. He knows that matter is compounded, as it really does. He knows that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are compounded as they really do.
54. He knows that matter is an assassin, as it really is. He knows that feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness are assassins. as they really are.
55. He does not approach matter, grasp it and attend on it, thinking it is my self. He does not approach feelings, perceptions, intentions, and consciousness, grasp them and attend on them, thinking they are my self. Thus these holding masses not approached, grasped, attended and not thought they are my self conduces to well being and happiness for a long time.
56. Friend Sàriputta, you are one of those venerable ones who advize and incite co-associates in the holy life, desiring their welfare out of compassion. My mind is released without desires hearing venerable Sàriputta's discourse.
57. Venerable Yamaka delighted in the words of venerable Sàriputta.
 
